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nathan R. Sick 
Registration No. 43,920 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



RESPONSE TO THE JULY 2, 2002 OFFICE ACTIOfP ECEl VED 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents SEP 1 0 2002 

Washington, D.C. 20231 TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 

Sir: 

Applicants submit the following response to the July 2, 2002 Office Action (Paper 
No.11) issued in the pending U.S. Application Serial No. 09/641,933. This response is 
timely because it is filed within the 3-Month shortened period for response. 

Interview Summary and Remarks 

The undersigned attorney thanks Examiner Walton for participating in several 
brief telephonic interviews with the undersigned attorney during the week of July 29, 
2002. 
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Claims 1-39 are pending in the above-identified application. Claims 1-39 were 
rejected over EP 0916891 A2 (Zheng et al.) in a first Office Action dated October 4, 
2001 (Paper No. 5) and the identical rejection was renewed in a second Office Action 
dated July 2, 2002 (Paper No. 11). 

In response to the first Office Action, Applicants submitted a claim for priority to 
U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/189,562, now Patent No. 6,314,986 B1, which is 
the U.S. counterpart of, and contains the same specification as, the cited EP 0916891 
A2 (Zheng et al.) reference. Applicants submitted an unexecuted declaration containing 
this claim for priority, because Applicants were awaiting signatures from some of the 
inventors who reside outside of the United States. 

During the above-mentioned interviews, the Examiner agreed to withdraw the 
rejection of claims 1-39 over EP 0916891 A2 (Zheng et al.), applied in the first and 
second Office Actions, if the Applicants submitted an executed declaration containing 
Applicants' priority claim. In accordance with this agreement, Applicants submit with 
this response the original executed declaration containing Applicants' priority claim. 
Applicants' request that prior amendment to the specification concerning "Cross- 
Reference to Related Applications" requested in Applicants' March 4, 2002 response 
(referred to as the April 5, 2002 response by the Examiner) be entered. 

Upon entry of the requested amendment, Applicants respectfully submit that the 
claims 1-39 are now in a condition for allowance. 

Examiner Walton is invited to telephone applicants' undersigned attorney at (312) 
775-8196 or (312) 775-8000, if any unresolved matters remain. 
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No fee is believed necessary for this filing. If any additional fees may be required, 
the Commissioner is authorized to charge any such additional fees to Deposit Account 
No. 13-0017. 



Herbert D. Hart III 
Reg. No. 30,063 

McAndrews, Held & Malloy, Ltd. 

500 W. Madison Street, 34th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60661 



Dated: September 5, 2002 



Respectfully submitted, 




<jgpathan R. Sick 
-Registration No. 43,920 
An Attorney for Applicants 
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